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Dr. Roberto Estévez, Professor of Clnical Oncology at the Medical
School of the University of Salvador, Buenos Aires, Argentina, collected
information on cases of cancer among first-degree relatives by
interviewing 146 women with invacive cancer of the uterine cervix
(prebands) diagnosed between October 1976 and October 1999. The
UICC Family History Questicnnaire (1) was used to collect information
from 48 probands.

The preszntation will be devcted to show the results of a preliminary



descriptive analysis of the data gathered by Prof. Estévez. It was not
possible to estimate cancer risk among first-degree relatives because |
was not be able to perform neither a case-control study (the dataset
contained only information on cases) nor a cohort study. In fact, neither
a definite control cohort of relatives was assembled nor | was able to
estimate expected number of cancers among relatives by using
population-based incidence data (according to the last volume of Cancer
Incidence in Five Continents published by the International Agency for
Research on Cancer [IARC], Buenos Aires is not covered by a
population-based cancer registry).

PROBANDS

146 women with cervical cancer were interviewed. Information on all
first-degree relatives was collected from 34 probands (23 %), while for
112 probands questionnaires provided information only on relatives
affected by cancer.

The probands’ full date of birth was reported in 47 questionnaires and
one questionnaire reported only the year of birth. On the other hand, 98
questionnaires did not give any information on probands’ date of birth.

The age at diagnosis was reported for 144 probands. The mean age was
48 years (SD = 12; min-max = 23-83). 64 probands (44 %) were under
the age of 45 years.

No previous cancers were diagnosed among probands.



FIRST-DEGREE RELATIVES

By interviewing the probands, Prof. Estévez collected information on
330 first-degree relatives (Table 1).

Invasive cancers were diagnosed in 35 relatives belonging to 33
families. 60% of cancers were detected in female relatives (Table 1).

The age at diagnosis was reported for 15 relatives with cancer and its
mean value was 53 years (SD = 19; min-max = 28-88).

Table 2 shows cancers diagnosed among relatives by primary site.
Malignancies of female genital organs accounted for 46% of cancers in
the relatives as a whole and for 76% of cancers in female relatives.
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